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Language ArtsLanguage Arts   
Mr. Strecker & Ms Rolston 
In Language Arts, the students have been 
working on a reading unit focused on the genre 
of historical fiction.  During this time, students 
have selected books from the genre to read and 
analyze.  Many students have finished one or 
more books already and are moving onto 
second and third texts. 
 
In addition to reading and keeping notes in 
their journals, students have been engaging 
with a model text, Patrol by Walter Dean Myers. 
Teachers have used portions of this engaging 
picture book to model thinking about a text. 
 
Finally, students have practiced responding to 
text in writing by creating formal responses 
that explain their thinking about the 
characters from their independent reading 
books.  Next month, the students will continue 
to work on reading historical fiction and will 
begin the project, a news report on the 
historical events from their reading.  
 
Pre-Algebra PlusPre-Algebra Plus  
Mr. Gostkiewicz 
The students are continuing their study 
of congruence. In October, we learned 
how to perform and analyze 
transformations with translations, 
reflections and rotations. The students 
learned how to create these using patty 
paper, rulers, and pencils to transform a 
figure while maintaining its size and 
shape (congruence).  
 
As we go into November, we’ll be learning 
about congruence of angles and 
triangles by investigating angle 
properties of shapes and the angles 

formed by parallel lines and a 
transversal.  
 
AlgebraAlgebra  
Mr. Mesite 

In Algebra, students recently 
wrapped up the first unit of the year on 
linear equations and inequalities.  We are 
now amidst a study of functions and 
relations.  We will identify functions, as 
well as their domain and range, and 
express equations in function notation.  

Students continue to supplement 
their learning with experiences on the 
TI-83 graphing calculator and Desmos 
graphing software.  Students will be 
asked to use their problem solving skills 
to apply their learning in real world 
scenarios relating to the content. 
 
U.S HistoryU.S History  
Mrs. Ingmundson & Mr. Aguiar 
In U.S. History we have just finished our 
unit on the creation of the Constitution. 
Students participated in a simulation to 
help them better understand the 
compromises the framers of the 
Constitution had to make in order to 
restructure our government.   The unit 
finished with an assessment in which 
students had to show what they learned 
through written expression.  
 
We have just begun our unit of the parts 
of the Constitution. Students will learn or 
review the three branches of 
government and the role of each. In 
addition they will learn about the 
amendment process and the role of 
citizens in the government.   This unit will 
take us through mid November.  Towards 
the middle of November we will move into 



a mini unit on the Bill of Rights and their 
application to students today.  
   
ScienceScience   
Ms ODP & Ms Bonalli 
The young scientists at JW are continuing 
their exploration of how forces affect 
colliding objects.  They will immerse 
themselves in a STEM challenge: “ Can youCan you  
design and build a barrier usingdesign and build a barrier using  
appropriate design techniques thatappropriate design techniques that  
account for Newton’s Laws of motion?”account for Newton’s Laws of motion?”    
They will work in pairs and follow the 
engineering process to complete the 
challenge.  We will test the success of 
their barriers and determine who gets 
hired for the job.  Ask your child to share 
their results with you. 
 
Following the challenge, we will 
investigate electromagnets and 
gravitational fields.  These concepts will 
be connected to our planet and our solar 
system.  
 
CCPSCCPS  
Students are well into their project 
research.  We are impressed with the 
many topics they chose to learn about! 
Some examples include: designing ball 
gowns, how to write a policy, how to 
eliminate plastic from our sound, 
researching video game/technology 
addiction and designing an informative 
and helpful pamphlet, finding education 
uses for video games to teach problem 
solving and other skills,   
  
ACT GOAL:ACT GOAL:  

November’s ACT goal is Caring andNovember’s ACT goal is Caring and  
Compassion.Compassion.  

 
How does one become a caring and compassionate 

person?  Here are some traits: Treat people with 

kindness and generosity.  Be sensitive to people’s 

feelings; even words can hurt.  Think about how your 

actions will affect others. 

And always remember – we become caring people by 

doing caring things! 

 

What are some ways you show caring and compassion 

in your life?  What are some ways you have seen 

caring and compassion demonstrated? 

  
REMINDERS:REMINDERS:  
Access the 8th grade homeworkAccess the 8th grade homework  
calendar clicking on the following link:calendar clicking on the following link:  
https://sites.google.com/reg4.k12.ct.ushttps://sites.google.com/reg4.k12.ct.us
/8shomework/home/8shomework/home  
  
  
  
Student Success Plans (SSP): goals areStudent Success Plans (SSP): goals are  
ready for viewing in Navianceready for viewing in Naviance 
All JW students will be creating academic 
and social goals to focus on their own 
personal needs and areas for 
improvement. These goals are a part of 
our school-wide Student Success Plan,  a 
program encompassing academics, social 
growth, and early career exploration. 
Students will revisit and revise these 
goals throughout the year. Parents and 
guardians are able to view these goals in 
Naviance, our online SSP program. 
Instructions and access codes will be 
mailed home to all households. We 
encourage families to discuss these goals 
at home. If you need assistance viewing 
these goals or resetting your password, 
please contact the office. 
 
 

Title IX Non-Discrimination Notice 
The Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region #4, and 
Supervision District Boards of Education are 
committed to a policy of equal 
opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified 
persons and equal access to Boy Scouts of 
America and other designated youth groups.  The 
Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region #4, and 
Supervision District Boards of Education do not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religious 
creed, sex, age, national origin, ancestry, marital 
status, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression, disability (including, but not limited to, 
intellectual disability, past or present history of 
mental disorder, physical disability or learning 
disability), genetic information, or any other basis 
prohibited by Connecticut state and/or federal 
nondiscrimination laws. The Chester, Deep River, 
Essex, Region #4, and Supervision District Boards 

https://sites.google.com/reg4.k12.ct.us/8shomework/home
https://sites.google.com/reg4.k12.ct.us/8shomework/home
http://www.jwms.reg4.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_177389/File/Parent%20Resources/JWMSStudentSuccessPlan.pdf
http://www.jwms.reg4.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_177389/File/Parent%20Resources/Naviance%20instructions-1.pdf


of Education do not unlawfully discriminate in 
employment against qualified persons with a prior 
criminal conviction.  Questions or complaints 
related to Title IX should be directed to Dr. Kristina 
Martineau, Assistant Superintendent, 1 Winthrop 
Road, Deep River, CT 06417 or by phone at 
860-526-2417 or e-mail kmaritneau@reg4.k12.ct.us; 
questions or complaints related to disabilities, 
should be directed to Sarah Smalley, Director of 
Pupil Services, 1 Winthrop Road, Deep River, CT 

06417 or by phone at 860-526-2417 or e-mail 
ssmalley@reg4.k12.ct.us. 
 
 
 

 
 


